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Welcome to Year 3, Room 7! 
 

We would like this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Year 3. As your child’s teachers our aim is 
to provide a positive classroom environment that promotes a love of learning and fosters the intellectual, 
social, physical, emotional and creative development of each child.  
 
Attendance 
If your child is absent, please contact the school either through the school website 
(www.millenps.wa.edu.au) or by calling or emailing the office or your child’s teachers. All absentees need to 
be explained in writing and unexplained absentees will be followed up with letters home. Please ensure all 
notes are signed and dated correctly, this limits any mistakes when they are entered into the system. 
 
Assemblies 
Assemblies are held in the undercover area, every second Wednesday and commence at 8:45am.  Parents 
will be contacted by SMS if your child is selected to receive a certificate at an assembly. Our classroom 
assembly is in Term 3. 
 
Birthdays 
Birthdays are an important event in the lives of children and we encourage celebration. Some children like to 
bring a cake to class to share with their friends, however, if possible please send cupcakes as they are much 
easier to give out.  
 
If your child has food allergies or a specific dietary requirement that may affect their participation in birthday 
food celebrations, then you might like to provide an alternative that the teacher could give them in place of 
the cakes or treats being bought in. 
 
Homework 

 Daily reading for 10-15 minutes - Parents are asked to sign Reading log daily. Students can either 
choose from a book in the coloured boxes in class or can read a book of their choice (eg. A novel) 

 Sight Words practice – reading and spelling of words. 

 Optional: Learning Timetables (1, 2,3,5,10’s first)  

 Occasionally a worksheet may be sent home to consolidate Maths or English concepts learnt in class. 
 (Please refer to Millen Primary School Homework Policy Handout for any further information) 
 
Morning Routine 
Please ensure your child arrives before 8:30am, preferably 8:20am. This gives them time to prepare for the 
day and settle in before the bell goes. They will have ‘Morning Work’ to complete each morning whilst 
waiting for the bell. 
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Classroom Timetable 
  

 
 
Curriculum – English 
 
Millen Primary School has developed a consistent approach to the teaching and learning of English across 
year levels. The major emphases for Year Three will be taught in the context of the four genres below. 

Term One Term Two Term Three Term Four 

Narrative - texts that 
entertain. 
 

Persuasive - texts that 
give an opinion about a 
topic.  
 

Explanation - texts that 
set out the stages of a 
process. 
 

Description - texts 
classify and describe 
something. 
 

 
Reading: 

 know that the purpose of the text influences its structure 

 identify literal and implied meaning  

 relate information, ideas and events in texts to personal experience and to other texts 

 fluently read more complex words  
 
Writing: 

 create texts which include experiences, events, information, ideas and characters  

 write most high frequency words 

 use common prefixes and suffixes 

 re-read and edit writing 

 produce and edit texts that have visual, print and audio elements use software including word 
processing programs  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/read
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/create
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/write
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/word
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Curriculum – Maths 
 

In 2019, Millen introduced ‘Back to Front Maths’ from Pre-primary through to Year 6. This is a new approach 
to teaching Mathematics that we will continue in 2020. 
 
In this approach, students; 
1.   Start by experimenting with unfamiliar concepts to develop new ideas. 
2.   This process also guides the teacher to uncover and confront misconceptions.  
3.   Students explore their new ideas and connect them with more familiar maths.  
4.   Students formalise their findings into mathematical principles. 
5.   Students extend and generalise the new mathematical principles that they have learned to other areas of 

the curriculum. 
 
Starting our journey with Back to Front Maths has been an exciting one. We have been able to challenge our 
students to think deeply in mathematics through the inquiry process, while maintaining a level of explicit 
teaching and consolidation in our teaching practice. 
 
The Back to Front Maths website includes a parent portal (https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-
teaching-help/parents-portal). Here you will find information about the Australian Curriculum, Back to Front 
Maths and some ideas to try at home with your children. Attached is a summary from each phase outlining 
what was covered at school last semester. 
 
For each concept covered in Mathematics at Millen 

Firstly, students complete Journal Problems from Back to Front Maths, where they can explore their own 
strategies to problem solve. Teachers guide the lesson with leading questions and can manipulate the 
problem to suit all abilities in the classroom. 

Next, students complete Blast Activities from Back to Front Mathematics. Targeted questioning allows 
students to build the deep understanding necessary to develop mathematically. These activities are a way of 
combining explicit teaching with a problem-based approach. 

Finally, in the remaining lessons for each concept, students complete a combination of regular skill-building 
and consolidation tasks and explore the concepts in different contexts. 
 
Maths is all around us! Try these ideas at home to support your child’s learning in Maths 

 When playing board games (e.g. snakes and ladders or monopoly), use two dice.  Let the kids choose if 
they want to move forwards by both, back by both, or forwards by one and backwards by the other. 

 Let the child work out the logistics for their birthday party (or dinner, or a camping trip etc.) – how many 
cups, plates, packets of lollies etc. for the guests… as well as the timing (e.g. everyone will be here by 
4:00 so we will play games until 4:30 and then serve cake.  That will take 15 minutes.  Then…) 

 Arrange groups of objects into different arrays (like 12 muffins in a tin vs 12 eggs in a carton).  Use 
existing arrays for calculations (e.g. looking at a wall of shoes in a sports shop, work out how many shoes 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.backtofrontmaths.com.au%2Ffree-resources-and-information%2Fmisconceptions&data=02%7C01%7CMonique.Varnavides%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cbcf7fd625e6145829d3b08d72aa0b258%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637024741981058127&sdata=d%2Fcfb%2FPj2dUJ83wZOdh%2BA0FpQW3e66JyKquujaOmauI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
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that represents, calculate how many rooms in a hotel by counting the floors and the number of windows 
in each floor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Let the kids cook – particularly recipes involving fractions of cups etc. 

 Plan routes on maps.  Work out the total distances involved, but also talk about the traffic and whether 
one route would be faster. 

Term 1 Focus Concepts 
Place Value, Number Lines and Ordering, Addition and Subtraction, Decimals (from Year 4), 2D and 3D 
Shape 

Students will be challenged to develop their place value 
understandings to a deeper level. Students will be seen creating and 
working with all sorts of number lines, inside and outside of the 
classroom. Everyone will be working with MAB blocks to make 
numbers in new and unusual ways. Some of the older students will 
be challenged to work out how long it would take to make 1 million 
chalk marks on the basketball court.  

Year 3 Key Understandings 
There are 100 ones in a hundred and 10 ones in a ten 
Number names to 999 
Ordering numbers to 100 and then to 1 000 
Counting does not always need to start at 1, can go forwards or backwards 

and is about how many objects there are, not about saying numbers in order 
When we count in tens it is because the number is ten bigger (e.g. If I start at 16 and I end at 26, how 

much did I put with 16 to turn it into 26? 

The Millen Way - Rules and Expectations 
Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) is a whole school framework aimed at creating positive learning 
environments and improving the academic and behavioural outcomes of all students. This is achieved by 
adopting proactive strategies and explicitly teaching clearly defined behavioural expectations.  
 
‘The Millen Way’ identifies the behaviour expectations throughout different areas of the school. The PBS 
Teaching Timetable outlines when each of the behaviours is taught. These behaviours are reinforced through 
staff communications, assemblies, faction tokens and visuals displayed across the school. 
 
For further information on ‘The Millen Way’ please refer to the handbook. 
 
http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf 
 
As a class we also decided on the following classroom rules which we thought were important. 

1. Listen when the teacher is talking. 
2. Follow directions quickly. 
3. Respect others and yourself. 
4. Raise your hand to speak to the class. 
5. Be safe, be kind and be honest.  

http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf
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Positive Rewards & Encouragement 
To encourage positive behaviour, we will use positive praise and encouragement. Students will also be 
awarded with a faction token for displaying good behaviour or work ethic.  We will also use a whole class 
reward system where marbles are put in the jar to encourage the class to focus on tasks as well as 
teamwork. At the end of the term if the jar is full the whole class will receive a reward and this can change 
throughout the year.  Please note: our reward system may change throughout the year. 
 
Behaviour Management 
If students are not following our classroom rules we will use this following behaviour management system. 
Student is given verbal warning 
Step 1: Name on chart or board 
Step 2: Movement in class 
Step 3: Buddy class  
Step 4: Detention 
Step 5: Office 
 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN Testing will be held in Term 2, Week 3. Students will have many opportunities in class to get used to 
test language, content and format. Students are assessed using common national tests in Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type 
test. Individual student performance is shown on a national achievement scale for each test. The 
performance of individual students can be compared to the average performance of all students in Australia. 
 
For further information for parents please visit the following website: 
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/parent-carer-support.html 
 
Parent/Teacher Communication 
If you have a query or concern about your child’s education, please contact us at any time throughout the 
school year. Every attempt will be made to schedule a meeting at a time that is convenient to both you and 
us.  We are both working mums so before or after school meetings are easier on some days rather than 
others. 
 
Email addresses: 
rebecca.wheeler@education.wa.edu.au       
patricia.gabb@education.wa.edu.au 
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic year in Room 7! 
Kind Regards, 
 
Rebecca Wheeler & Pat Gabb 
Room 7, Year 3 Classroom Teachers 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/parent-carer-support.html
mailto:rebecca.wheeler@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:patricia.gabb@education.wa.edu.au

