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Room 11 Year 1 and 2 

Term 1 2021 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

 

Welcome to Year 1 and 2 in Room 11. I am looking forward to teaching your child and getting to know them as an 

individual in our class. The children and I have settled in well. Routines are being established and the children are 

producing some excellent work.  

 

As your child’s teacher, I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with some information about our 

classroom operations. I hope that you will find it useful. Please do not hesitate to reach out during school hours 

if you have any further enquires.  

My emails is: michelle.berry@education.wa.edu.au 

 

My name is Michelle Berry and this is my 2nd year of teaching. I started at Millen Primary School this year and I 

taught students from Pre-Primary to Year 5 at Forrestdale Primary School last year. I love children, getting to 

know who they are as individuals and I love teaching. I believe that the first 5 years of a child’s schooling is 

crucial and builds the foundation for future learning and success.  

 

Important Routines and Procedures  

The classroom door opens at 8:20am and children may enter.  

Before the bell rings at 8:30am children should: 

-Unpack their bag 

-Put drink bottle in the green container 

-Change their Home Reading book 

-Place a chair at their desk    

-Go to the toilet if they need and get a drink 

-Children complete “Morning Work” or an activity set by the teacher 

-Once the bell rings, all children are expected to pack away their belongings, push in their chair and be seated on 

the mat ready for our classroom greeting and the roll to be taken. If they are not in the classroom at this time, 

they must go to the front office and recieve a late slip.  

 

Crunch and Sip 

Millen is a Crunch and Sip school. We have Crunch and Sip every day for about 5-10 mins. This happens sometime 

between 9:30 – 10:00am. Please ensure your child has fruit or vegetables that is easy for them to eat. 

 

Water bottles 

I encourage children to have a water bottle in the classroom which they can refill throughout the day. Keeping 

hydrated is important and our bodies will thank us for it .  

 

Hats 

Millen Primary School hats must be worn at recess, lunch, sport lessons and junior sport. Please ensure your child’s 

name is on it. If your child does not have a hat, they are allowed to play in the shade. If your child does not have 

a hat for junior sport, they will not be able to participate in outside activities. 
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Uniform 

It is a requirement of the school that all children be in full school uniform at all times. Please ensure that all 

pieces of clothing are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

 

Absences and illness 

The Department of Education regulations requires an explanation from a parent/guardian within 3 days if a 

student is absent. The form of these notifications can be via SMS Message (0437 887 585), via the online form 

on the school’s website, handwritten note given to the classroom teacher, or by sending an email to 

millen.ps@education.wa.edu.au.These notes are retained and must coincide with absences marked on the class roll. 

The teacher will follow up all unexplained absences. Any continual unexplained absences will be referred to 

the school administration. 

 

Assemblies  

Parent assemblies occur every two weeks on Wednesday and you are always welcome to attend. The first Assembly 

this term is Wednesday 3rd March. Assemblies will commence at 8:40am. Parents of Merit Certificate recipients 

are strongly encouraged to attend. Room 11 will present an item at the assembly in Term 3, Week 2 on 

Wednesday 28th July.  

 

Communication  

I welcome parents to discuss their child’s progress or to talk about any concerns or questions that they may have. 

If you would like to discuss your child you will need to make an appointment first. Please approach me before or 

after school to arrange a time. I can also be contacted by email during school hours about any queries or concerns. 

All communication will be sent and received in the Home Reading Folder or via CONNECT. Please ensure you check 

the Home Reading Folder as any school communication will be placed in there. 

  

Birthdays 

Birthdays are a special time and, if you choose, you are welcome to bring in a cake/cakes to share for your child.  

 

Positive Behaviour Support 

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) is a framework that can be used by any school to help improve the social and 

learning behaviours of students. Millen Primary first began its PBS journey in 2015 and it is now well underway 

within the school. As a school we developed four school wide behaviour expectations, Respect, Responsibility, 

Resilience and Excellence which is known as ‘The Millen Way.’ A behaviour matrix is being implemented into 

classrooms this term and the expected behaviours are being explicitly taught.  

 

Positive Behaviour Management  

To encourage positive behaviour, Faction Tokens will be used in the classroom to reward children when they show 

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Excellence. During assemblies, children will receive a special prize for 

the most Faction Tokens received for each domain.  
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Classroom Timetable: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Area Information 

 

Handwriting  

The handwriting style used at school is Victorian Modern Cursive. The children will take part in formal lessons to 

practise the formation of letters. This print will be used with all pieces of work.  

 

English  

Millen Primary School has developed a consistent approach to the teaching and learning of English across year 

levels. This year your child will explore Millen High Frequency Words, Writing, Reading, Viewing and Spelling.  

 

Mathematics 

At Millen Primary School we follow the ‘Back to Front Maths’ program from Pre-primary through to Year 6, with 

strategies from the program embedded in our Kindergarten curriculum. 

 

In this approach, students; 

 

1. Start by experimenting with unfamiliar concepts to develop new ideas. 

2. Explore their new ideas and connect them with more familiar maths. 

3. Formalise their findings into mathematical principles. 

4. Extend and generalise the new mathematical principles that they have learned to other areas of the curriculum.  

 

The process the program follows guides the teacher to uncover and confront student misconceptions. Through 

the use of this program, we have been able to challenge our students to think deeply in mathematics through the 

inquiry process, while maintaining a level of explicit teaching and consolidation in our teaching practice. The Back 

to Front Maths website includes a parent portal; https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-

help/parents-portal. 

https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
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Here you will find information about the Australian Curriculum, Back to Front Maths and some ideas to try at 

home with your child/ren. Below is a summary for what will be covered in Term 1 in Year 1 and 2. 

Year One Term 1: Focus concepts: Number names and concepts (to 20), counting, ordering, addition and 

subtraction including partitioning, (to 20) joining and separating (to 20), 2D and 3D shapes. 

Key understandings: 

 How to make a quantity (e.g. Please get me 6 blocks) 

 Numbers don’t change when they move (e.g. 6 in a circle is still 6) 

 There is space between numbers (they aren’t all squashed up) 

 Numbers are spaced out based on how big they are rather than on making all the spaces equal irrespective 

of size (e.g. on a number line from 1-10, if we just put the numbers 2 and 8 on they shouldn’t be equally 

spaced – 8 is further from 10 than 2 is from 1, and there should be a pretty big space in the middle) 

 Colours don’t change numbers (watch for kids who want to get counters or blocks of all the same colour) 

 Counting does not always need to start at 1 

 Counting can go forwards or backwards 

 Counting is about the QUANTITY, not about saying numbers in order 

 Doubles do not make all numbers (e.g. just because 3 and 3 makes 6, 4 and 4 doesn’t also make 6) 

 Tens facts do not make all numbers 

 Focus on gap questions (e.g. if I start with 6 objects on the floor and pick up some so that there are 2 

left, how many did I pick up?) 

 Make numbers to 10 in different ways with your fingers (e.g. 5 can be made with 2 fingers on one hand 

and 3 on the other) 

 Triangles do not have to have the point facing up. Squares can still be squares when they are on funny 

angles. 

 Triangles, hexagons, etc do not have to be regular – they can have different length sides and still be 

triangles 

 

Year Two Term 1: Focus concepts: Number names and concepts (to 20), counting, ordering, addition and 

subtraction including partitioning, (to 20) joining and separating (to 20), 2D and 3D shapes 

Key understandings: 

 How to make a quantity (e.g. Please get me 6 blocks) 

 Numbers don’t change when they move (e.g. 6 in a circle is still 6) 

 Colours don’t change numbers (watch for kids who want to get counters or blocks of all the same colour) 

 There is space between numbers (they aren’t all squashed up) 

 Numbers are spaced out based on how big they are rather than on making all the spaces equal irrespective 

of size (e.g. on a number line from 1-100, if we just put the numbers 7 and 80 on they shouldn’t be equally 

spaced – 80 is further from 100 than 7 is from 1, and there should be a pretty big space in the middle) 

 Counting does not always need to start at 1 

 Counting can go forwards or backwards 

 Counting is about the QUANTITY, not about saying numbers in order 

 Doubles do not make all numbers (e.g. just because 3 and 3 makes 6, 4 and 4 doesn’t also make 6) 

 Tens facts do not make all numbers 

 Focus on gap questions (e.g. if I start with 6 objects on the floor and pick up some so that there are 2 

left, how many did I pick up?) 
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 Make numbers to 10 in different ways with your fingers (e.g. 5 can be made with 2 fingers on one hand 

and 3 on the other) 

 Triangles do not have to have the point facing up. Squares can still be squares when they are on funny 

angles. 

 Triangles, hexagons, etc do not have to be regular – they can have different length sides and still be 

triangles. 

Library  

The classroom teacher will take Room 11 to the library every Thursday on an even week. Children are required 

to bring their library bags and books to school to be able to borrow or re-borrow.  

Children can borrow two books.  

On Library days, children place their library books in the box labelled “Library Books” and put their library bags 

in their big tray.  

 

Digital Technologies 

Students will have the opportunity once a week to explore Digital Technologies such as iPads with the classroom 

teacher. Children will explore how to safely use iPads, applications and record data throughout the term.  

 

Science 

Your child will explore chemical and physical changes this term. 

 

Junior Sport 

Every Thursday after lunch, your child will be involved in a variety of different sports. These sports include 

basketball, tennis, cricket, tee-ball yoga, dodgeball and fitness.  

 

Homework  

I encourage your child to be reading every night using the Home Reading Program.  

 

Classroom supplies 

Please check your child’s supplies from time to time and replenish if necessary. However, I have lead pencils, red 

pencils, coloured pencils, scissors, rulers, whiteboard markers and whiteboard erasers available in the classroom. 

Children tend to use lead pencils, red pencils and glue regularly and these may need to be replaced more often. 

Please ensure that everything you send to school has your child’s name on it. We have begun to use scrapbooks, 

document wallets and display folders. If you have not yet sent these to school, could you please ensure that you 

do as soon as possible, thank you.   

Specialist Areas 

 

Art – Tamara Hill (Mrs Hill) 

We have started the year revising the procedures and practices of the art room. We love that we all get to share 

the art room and we all work hard to keep it a clean, tidy and happy place. Soon we will be starting to do some 

research and design work to come up with a collaborative artwork that will be painted onto the student toilet 

block building. We are so excited and a little nervous about painting a mural for the first time – this is going to 

be a huge project and we hope that our school community feels welcome to join in and help us to make it happen. 

Later in the year we will be learning more about Aboriginal Art and making something in Aboriginal Art style for 

our annual NAIDOC Week celebration. We will also be looking to create art from recycled material to help us 

learn about sustainability. Keep an ear open for a call out to bring in some reusable materials that we can use to 

make creative and innovative artworks from. Our Crazy Camel fundraiser art is always very popular and we hope 

to do that again later in the year. 
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Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) – Tamara Hill (Mrs Hill)  

Your child will explore History, Geography and essential HASS skills this year.  

 

Sport – Jamie Petrovich (Mr P) 

In Sport this term, your child will explore specific movement skills in various sports and how to cooperate and 

play fairly. 

 

Drama – Julianne Brown (Mrs Brown) 

During Drama, students will explore the elements of drama to create and respond to performances. 

 

Music - Julianne Brown (Mrs Brown) 

Music will occur in Semester 2. 

 

Health – Anh Naicker (Mrs Naicker)  

In Health, your child will learn about personal wellbeing and how to live a safe, healthy and active lifestyle. 

 

Speaking and Listening – Anh Naicker (Mrs Naicker) 

This year, Room 11 explore the specilaised subject area of Speaking and Listening. Your child will learn various 

speaking and listening skills. They will be involved in News telling to enourage confident speaking and active 

listening. Speaking and Listening occurs on Tuesdays once a week.  

 

 

If there is anything that may affect your child’s time at school, please let me know. This might include home 

situations/changes, celebrations/beliefs or food allergies/ health issues.  

 

I look forward to working together with you and your child. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Michelle Berry  

February 2021 
 

 


