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Hello and welcome to Room 19 Year 5. I would like this opportunity to 

welcome you and your child to Year 5. As your child’s teacher, my aim is to 

provide a safe and positive classroom environment that promotes a love of 

learning and fosters the intellectual, social, physical, emotional and creative 

development of every child.  

 

Please feel free to contact me on Janette.tuttle@education.wa.edu.au if you 

have any questions or would like further information. 

 

Classroom 

A focus on creating a supportive learning environment where all students are 

engaged, encouraged, valued and feel like they belong. All students 

encouraged to be creative, ask questions, make mistakes and take risks. 

Emphasis on the importance of respect responsibility in the classroom and 

around the school as students are now in the ‘senior’ years. 

 

Throughout the year we will be engaging in a number of Stem/PBL (Project 

Based Learning) activities where students will continue to build on their skills 

on inquiry, problem solving, reflection and critique. All aspects of the 

curriculum will be integrated in these projects. 

 

STEM  

Focus – Inventing – Making - Presenting 

Concept Focus – Chemical Science - MATTER 

 

Other subjects 

 Monday - Music and Health  

 Tuesday -Japanese 

 Wednesday - Art 

 Thursday – PE and Library (odd weeks only) 

 Friday - HASS and Senior Sport 

 

Morning Talks 

During Term 1 we are working on Speaking and Listening by giving morning 

talks. Students will be provided with a topic and will be expected to prepare 

a talk to give to the class. We are working on this at school however I 

encourage students to speak with people at home and talk about these 

topics. These include: your family, hobbies, favourite foods/recipes, holidays 

and family heritage.  

 

Talks include an introduction, at least three points of interest and a 

conclusion. Students will also be given positive and constructive feedback.  

mailto:Janette.tuttle@education.wa.edu.au
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Homework 

Millen Primary School supports homework. However, homework at Millen 

Primary School will not be compulsory, and will be disassociated from any 

form of reward or discipline for students (that is, there will be no rewards for 

homework completion nor punishments for not completing assigned 

homework). 

 

 

 

Year 5 Mathematics 

 

Continuing Our Back to Front Maths Journey in Year 3-6 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

At Millen Primary School we follow the ‘Back to Front 

Maths’ program from Pre-primary through to Year 6, with 

strategies from the program embedded in our 

Kindergarten curriculum. 

In this approach, students; 

1. Start by experimenting with unfamiliar concepts to 

develop new ideas.  

2. Explore their new ideas and connect them with more familiar 

maths.  

3. Formalise their findings into mathematical principles. 

4. Extend and generalise the new mathematical principles that they 

have learned to other areas of the curriculum. 

 

The process the program follows guides the teacher to uncover and 

confront student misconceptions. Through the use of this program we have 

been able to challenge our students to think deeply in mathematics through 

Year Level Types of Activities Timing Guidelines 

Years 4 to 6  Reading 

 Spelling 

 Mathematical 

problems and tables 

 Writing 

 Research projects 

 Millen sight word lists 

 Current events and 

news  

 Morning talks 

 

45 minutes per week 

(students to manage their time 

and complete what they can) 

https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/free-resources-and-information/misconceptions
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the inquiry process, while maintaining a level of explicit teaching and 

consolidation in our teaching practice. The Back to Front Maths website 

includes a parent portal; https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-

teaching-help/parents-portal. Here you will find information about the 

Australian Curriculum, Back to Front Maths and some ideas to try at home 

with your child/ren. Below is a summary for what will be covered over 

Semester 1 in Years 3-6. 

 

For each concept covered in Mathematics at Millen 

Firstly, students complete Journal Problems from Back to Front Maths, where 

they can explore their own strategies to problem solve. Teachers guide the 

lesson with leading questions and can manipulate the problem to suit all 

abilities in the classroom. 

Next, students complete Blast Activities from Back to Front Mathematics. 

Targeted questioning allows students to build the deep understanding 

necessary to develop mathematically. These activities are a way of 

combining explicit teaching with a problem-based approach. 

Finally, in the remaining lessons for each concept, students complete a 

combination of regular skill-building and consolidation tasks and explore the 

concepts in different contexts. 

 

Maths is all around us! Try these ideas at home to support your child’s 

learning in Maths 

 When playing board games (e.g. snakes and ladders or monopoly), use 

two dice.  Let the kids choose if they want to move forwards by both, 

back by both, or forwards by one and backwards by the other. 

 Let the child work out the logistics for their birthday party (or dinner, or a 

camping trip etc.) – how many cups, plates, packets of lollies etc. for the 

guests… as well as the timing (e.g. everyone will be here by 4:00 so we will 

play games until 4:30 and then serve cake.  That will take 15 

minutes.  Then…) 

 Arrange groups of objects into different arrays (like 12 muffins in a tin vs 12 

eggs in a carton).  Use existing arrays for calculations (e.g. looking at a 

wall of shoes in a sports shop, work out how many shoes that represents, 

calculate how many rooms in a hotel by counting the floors and the 

number of windows in each floor) 

 Let the kids cook – particularly recipes involving fractions of cups etc. 

 Plan routes on maps.  Work out the total distances involved, but also talk 

about the traffic and whether one route would be faster. 

 

Term 1 Focus Concepts 

Place Value, Number Lines and Ordering, Addition and Subtraction, Decimals 

(from Year 4), 2D and 3D Shape 

https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
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Students will be challenged to develop their place 

value understandings to a deeper level. Students 

will be seen creating and working with all sorts of 

number lines, inside and outside of the classroom. 

Everyone will be working with MAB blocks to 

make numbers in new and unusual ways. Some 

of the older students will be challenged to work 

out how long it would take to make 1 million 

chalk marks on the basketball court.  

 

Year 5 Key Understandings 

 A thousands block has 10 hundred, not 6 (6 faces) 

 Number names to 99 999 

 Visualise numbers to 100 000 

 Base ten pattern continues for numbers of any size 

 Add and Subtract numbers to 999 999 

 Tenths are smaller than ones and Hundredths are smaller than tenths 

 Decimal numbers follow the same base-ten system as we use for whole 

numbers 

 The denominator in fractions does not relate to decimal numbers (1 

seventh is not the same as 0.7) 

 Decimal numbers, fractions and division are really the same thing – 

they are just different ways of representing the same amount 

A number line is reflected around zero (-17 is between -10 and -20, closer to -

20).  You can also have negative decimal numbers (if you owed the bank 

$2.50 your balance would be -2.5, between -2 and -3).  

 

Term 2 Focus Concepts  

Fractions, Money, Time, Measurement and 

Multiplication 

It is the beginning of our fractions units. Students are 

challenged to cut up A4 sheets of paper into all sorts 

of fractions in different ways. Is a triangle half bigger 

than a rectangular half? Some people seemed to 

think so. Everyone will be challenged to discover the 

links between multiplication, area and a magical 

thing called arrays. It is a big term and a solid end to 

Semester 1. 

 

Year 5 Key Understandings 

 Halves have to be the same size. They do not have to be symmetrical. 

 Changing the orientation of a fraction does not change its size (e.g. if 

you take a rectangle and turn it sideways it doesn’t get bigger or 

smaller) 
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 The name of a fraction does not relate solely to the number of pieces, 

it relates to the size of the pieces 

 All fractions have equivalent fractions 

 Just because a question says “more”, “and” or “total” doesn’t mean 

you have to add.  Use a part-part-whole model to figure out what the 

question is asking first 

 Know the number of days in each month and that February is the only 

one that changes 

 Know that months don’t always start on Sundays and neither do years 

because the number of days in a month is not a multiple of 7 

 How to read and interpret clocks, calendars and schedules 

 If you turn an array around by 90o then you can show why 

multiplication works both ways (why 3x5=5x3) 

 

We will continue to build speed and accuracy of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division facts through our daily practice. 

Below is an outline of the major teaching emphases for the year. 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Number Place value of 

whole numbers 

Relative size of 

numbers bigger 

than 1 000 

Addition and 

subtraction of 

numbers in the 

thousands 

Identify, describe 

and compare 

tenths 

Compare and 

order decimal 

numbers to tenths 

Ordering 

fractions 

Equivalent 

fractions 

Represent 

addition and 

subtraction of 

fractions 

Money – solve 

word problems 

and calculate 

change 

Multiply 2 digit by 

1 digit numbers 

Division with 2 digit 

numbers and 

remainders 

Associative and 

distributive properties 

of multiplication and 

division 

Model and represent 

fractions and make a 

whole 

 

Identify and create 

number patterns 

Inverse operations 

reverse a pattern rule 

Understand 

equivalence 

 

Geometry Classify shapes 

3D objects and 

nets 

  3D nets 

Compare and 

classify angles  

Transform shapes 

Measurement  Telling time 

Elapsed time 

Calendars 

Length 

Area 

Create and interpret 

grid maps to show 

position and 

pathways 

Mass 

Volume 

 

Chance and 

Data 

  Data collection skills 

Graphing 

Interpreting data 
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Millen Primary School Year 5 English Major Teaching Emphases  

 

Millen Primary School has developed a consistent approach to the teaching 

and learning of English across year levels. The major emphases for Year Five 

will be taught in the context of the four genres below. 

 

 

Reading: 

 know that the purpose of the text influences its structure 

 describe literal and implied meaning 

 connect ideas in different texts  

 fluently read a variety of sentence structures and unfamiliar 

vocabulary 

Writing: 

 extend key ideas using images and detail 

 know how quotation marks are used  

 spell more complex words  

 read and write high frequency words  

 editing writing to improve meaning 

 use a range of software including word processing programs to 

produce texts that include visual, print and audio elements 

 

Positive Behaviour Support at Millen Primary School 

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) is a whole school framework aimed at 

creating positive learning environments and improving the academic and 

behavioural outcomes of all students. This is achieved by adopting proactive 

strategies and explicitly teaching clearly defined behavioural expectations.  

 

‘The Millen Way’ identifies the behaviour expectations throughout different 

areas of the school. The PBS Teaching Timetable outlines when each of the 

 Term One Term Two Term Three Term Four 

 Narrative - 

texts that 

entertain. 

 

Persuasive - 

texts that give 

an opinion 

about a topic.  

 

Explanation - 

texts that set out 

the stages of a 

process. 

 

Description - 

texts classify and 

describe 

something. 

 

The 

Communicating 

Learning 

Development 

Area 

• listening and speaking skills 

• relationships between sounds, letters and words 

• take part in reading, writing and viewing behaviours. 

 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/read
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/sentence
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/write
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/word
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/text
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behaviours is taught. These behaviours are reinforced through staff 

communications, assemblies, faction tokens and visuals displayed across the 

school.  

 

Outcomes of PBS at Millen Primary School 

Students know what is expected of them and choose to do so because they: 

 Know what to do 

 Have the skills to do it 

 See the natural benefits for acting responsibly 

Adults and students have more time to: 

 Focus on relationships 

 Focus on classroom instruction 

There is an instructional approach to discipline: 

 Instances of problem behaviour are opportunities to learn and practise 

pro-social behaviour 

 

Millen Way Handbook 

All information concerning PBS at Millen is included in the Millen Way 

Handbook that is available on the school website or at this link: 

http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/The-Millen-Way-

Handbook.pdf 

 

Any questions or concerns, please contact me at: 

janette.tuttle@education.wa.edu 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Janette Tuttle 

 

http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf
http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf
mailto:janette.tuttle@education.wa.edu

