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Welcome to Year 4, Room 2 & 4! 
 

Hi, we would like this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Year 4. As your child’s teachers, our aim 
is to provide a safe, supporting, exciting, motivating and challenging classroom environment that promotes a 
love of learning and fosters the intellectual, social and emotional development of each child. We aim to help 
every student develop a growth mindset! 
 
Attendance 
If your child is absent, please contact the school either through the school website (www.millenps.wa.edu.au) 
or by calling or emailing the office or your child’s teachers. All absentees need to be explained in writing and 
unexplained absentees will be followed up with letters home. Please ensure all notes are signed and dated 
correctly, this limits any mistakes when they are entered into the system. 
 
Morning Routine 
Please ensure your child arrives before 8:30am, preferably 8:20am. This gives them time to prepare for the 
day and settle in before the bell goes. They will have ‘Morning/Bell Work’ to complete each morning whilst 
waiting for the bell. Any later than 8:35 the student will need to get a late note from the office.  
 
Crunch ‘n Sip 
The first session of the day is quite a long one so students will be given the opportunity to have a 
fresh fruit or vegetable snack. Keep in mind that it is just a snack to tide them over until recess. 
Fresh apples, carrots and other such fruits and vegetables are a great idea.  Please refer to our 
crunch and sip policy on the school website if you would like further clarification. 
 
Classroom Management & The Millen Way 
We have high expectations of all Year 4 students, to develop and exhibit positive and productive behaviour. 
In line with Positive Behaviour Support (PBS), we embed the school’s values of Respect, Responsibility, 
Resilience and Excellence into our everyday language. We recognise positive behaviours by awarding faction 
tokens to students who are ‘caught’ demonstrating ‘The Millen Way’.  If a student’s behaviour slips below 
expected standards, we will work with them in line with the school’s behaviour management system for a 
restorative outcome. 
 
Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) is a whole school framework aimed at creating positive learning 
environments and improving the academic and behavioural outcomes of all students. This is achieved by 
adopting proactive strategies and explicitly teaching clearly defined behavioural expectations.  
 
‘The Millen Way’ identifies the behaviour expectations throughout different areas of the school. The PBS 
Teaching Timetable outlines when each of the behaviours is taught. These behaviours are reinforced through 
staff communications, assemblies, faction tokens and visuals displayed across the school. 
 
For further information on ‘The Millen Way’ please refer to the handbook. 
http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf 
 
Hats 
Students are expected to wear a hat with a brim at all times when participating in outdoor activities. This 
includes before school, recess and lunch.  Students will need to remain in the shade if they do not have a hat. 
  

http://millenps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/The-Millen-Way-Handbook.pdf
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Assemblies 
Assemblies are held in the undercover area commencing at 8:45am. There are now junior and senior 
assemblies. We are in the senior assembly timeslot.  Parents will be contacted by SMS if your child is selected 
to receive a certificate at an assembly. Assemblies will commence Term 1, Week 4.  

 Room 2’s classroom assembly is in Term 3, Week 3. 

 Room 4’s classroom assembly is Term 1, Week 4. 
 
Birthdays 
Birthdays are an important event in the lives of children and we encourage celebration. Some children like to 

bring cake to class to share with their friends, however, if possible please send cupcakes or 
individual treats, that do not require cutting up. Some students in our classes have various allergies 
or dietary requirements, so please provide a list of ingredients with any food that is supplied. If 
your child has food allergies or specific dietary requirement, then you might like to provide an 
alternative that the teacher could give them in place of the cakes or treats being bought in. 

 
Library 
Students will be going to the Library every fortnight this year to make way for Mrs’s Brown’s Music lessons in 
the Library.  It is advisable that they bring a library bag to protect the books borrowed. Students will be held 
accountable for any damaged or lost books. Students are encouraged to borrow two books each week, 
including one fiction and one non-fiction book, as an opportunity to read something new and create a rich 
literary environment. 
 
Classroom Timetable 
Attached are copies of our Room 2 & 4 timetables. These include our specialist subjects. This may change 
each term. At the start of each term there are displays of our new timetable on the door. We can also send a 
copy of this home upon request. 
 
Parent/Teacher Communication 
If you have a questions, comments or concern about your child’s education, please contact us at any time 
throughout the school year. Every attempt will be made to schedule a meeting at a time that is convenient 
to both you and the teacher. You are also welcome to visit at the start and the end of the day, to say hi or 
pass on any messages for the day. 
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic year in Room 2 & 4! 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mack Byron 
Room 2, Year 4 Classroom Teacher 
mack.byron-pendergast@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Monique Italiano 
Room 4, Year 4 Classroom Teacher 
Monique.Varnvides@education.wa.edu.au 
 
  

mailto:mack.byron-pendergast@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:Monique.Varnvides@education.wa.edu.au
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Homework  
(excerpt from Millen Primary School, Homework Policy 2015) 

 

Millen Primary School supports homework. However, homework at Millen Primary School is not compulsory. 

It is important that each student maintains a balanced lifestyle. Maintaining a healthy body and mind; as well 

as participating in unstructured play (for example; role playing, playing outside, constructing etc), socialisation 

(for example; playing/ communicating with other children and sharing, being considerate etc) and time to 

relax are all essential elements to effective learning.  

 

At Millen Primary School we also believe that some level of homework can support higher levels of student 

achievement through; 

 consolidating, extending and practising skills and concepts learnt at school 

 developing each student’s sense of responsibility 

 fostering independent learning and time management skills 

 extending the time available to the teacher for monitoring student progress 

 strengthening the partnership between the student, teacher and parent 

 providing parents with an insight into what their child is learning and achieving and areas where their 
child needs extension 

 

Examples of homework might include; 

 finishing tasks not completed in class 

 independent reading each day  
(including novels, story books, comics, magazine etc.) 

 spelling and vocabulary practise 

 creative writing 

 learning times tables and completing mathematical questions 

 undertaking research projects or investigations 

 online educational programs 
 

Year Level Types of Activities Timing Guidelines 

Years 4 to 6  Reading 

 Spelling 

 Mathematical problems 

 Writing 

 Research projects 

45 minutes per week 

 

(students to manage their time and 

complete what they can) 
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Curriculum – English 
Millen Primary School has developed a consistent approach to the teaching and learning of English across 
year levels. The overall emphases for Year 4 English will be taught in the context of the writing genres below. 

Term One Term Two Term Three Term Four 

MAJOR:  
Entertain (Narrative) 

MINOR:  
Persuade 

MAJOR:  
Persuade 

MINOR:  
Recount 

MAJOR:  
Explain 
 
MINOR:  
Socialise/ Inquire 

MAJOR:  
Describe (Report) 

MINOR:  
Instruct/ Procedure 

 
Spelling and Vocabulary 

 Develop and use new vocabulary from a range of sources 

 Spell using double letters, spelling generalisations, word families, common prefixes and suffixes and 
word origins  

 Read and write a large core of high frequency words 

 Read and write multisyllabic words 

Reading and Viewing 

 Build comprehension strategies to develop an understanding of literal and inferred meaning 

 Understand the differences between opinion language and factual language 

 Identify and describe the use of ideas, text structure and language features  

 Discuss how authors and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and absorbing  

 Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the audience 

Writing 

 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 

 Create texts that explore experiences and imagining through development of storylines, characters 
and settings 

 Write using pronouns, nouns, verbs and adverbs 

 Use text connectives and quotation marks 

 Re-read and edit writing 

Speaking and Listening 

 Understand that Standard Australian English is one of many social dialects used in Australia 

 Discuss, share and express a point of view 

 Interpret ideas and information in spoken texts and listen for key points 

 Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations 

 Use a range of vocal effects such as tone, pace, pitch and volume to speak clearly and coherently 

Handwriting & Digital Texts 

 Write using clearly formed joined letters and increased fluency 

 Use word processing programs to construct, edit and publish written text and select edit and place 
visual, print and audio elements 

 Identify features of online texts that enhance readability including text, navigation, links, graphics 
and layout 

 participating in online searches for information using navigation tools and discussing similarities and 
differences between print and digital information 
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 identifying and selecting appropriate software programs for constructing texts  



 

 

Millen Primary School 

ABN:  51 797 436 279 

100 Etwell St Victoria Park, WA 6101 

P:  08 9264 7600    E:  millen.ps@education.wadu.au 

Curriculum – Maths 

Continuing Our Back to Front Maths Journey in Year 3-6 

At Millen Primary School we follow the ‘Back to Front Maths’ program from Pre-
primary through to Year 6, with strategies from the program embedded in our 
Kindergarten curriculum. 
  
In this approach, students; 

1. Start by experimenting with unfamiliar concepts to develop new ideas.  

2. Explore their new ideas and connect them with more familiar maths.  

3. Formalise their findings into mathematical principles. 

4. Extend and generalise the new mathematical principles that they have learned to other areas of the 

curriculum. 

The process the program follows guides the teacher to uncover and confront student misconceptions. Through the use 

of this program we have been able to challenge our students to think deeply in mathematics through the inquiry 

process, while maintaining a level of explicit teaching and consolidation in our teaching practice. 

The Back to Front Maths website includes a parent portal; https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-
help/parents-portal) 
Here you will find information about the Australian Curriculum, Back to Front Maths and some ideas to try at home with 
your child/ren. Below is a summary for what will be covered over Semester 1 in Years 3-6. 
 

For each concept covered in Mathematics at Millen 

Firstly, students complete Journal Problems from Back to Front Maths, where they can explore their own strategies to 
problem solve. Teachers guide the lesson with leading questions and can manipulate the problem to suit all abilities in 
the classroom. 

Next, students complete Blast Activities from Back to Front Mathematics. Targeted questioning allows students to build 
the deep understanding necessary to develop mathematically. These activities are a way of combining explicit teaching 
with a problem-based approach. 

Finally, in the remaining lessons for each concept, students complete a combination of regular skill-building and 
consolidation tasks and explore the concepts in different contexts. 
 

Maths is all around us! Try these ideas at home to support your child’s learning in Maths 

 When playing board games (e.g. snakes and ladders or monopoly), use two dice.  Let the kids choose if they want 

to move forwards by both, back by both, or forwards by one and backwards by the other. 

 Let the child work out the logistics for their birthday party (or dinner, or a camping trip etc.) – how many cups, 

plates, packets of lollies etc. for the guests… as well as the timing (e.g. everyone will be here by 4:00 so we will play 

games until 4:30 and then serve cake.  That will take 15 minutes.  Then…) 

 Arrange groups of objects into different arrays (like 12 muffins in a tin vs 12 eggs in a carton).  Use existing arrays 

for calculations (e.g. looking at a wall of shoes in a sports shop, work out how many shoes that represents, 

calculate how many rooms in a hotel by counting the floors and the number of windows in each floor) 

 Let the kids cook – particularly recipes involving fractions of cups etc. 

 Plan routes on maps.  Work out the total distances involved, but also talk about the traffic and whether one route 

would be faster.  

https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/free-resources-and-information/misconceptions
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/daily-teaching-help/parents-portal
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Term 1 Focus Concepts 
Place Value, Number Lines and Ordering, Addition and Subtraction, Decimals (from Year 4), 2D and 3D 
Shape 
Students will be challenged to develop their place value 
understandings to a deeper level. Students will be seen creating and 
working with all sorts of number lines, inside and outside of the 
classroom. Everyone will be working with MAB blocks to make 
numbers in new and unusual ways. Some of the older students will 
be challenged to work out how long it would take to make 1 million 
chalk marks on the basketball court.  
 
Year 4 Key Understandings 

 Number names to 9 999 

 Visualise numbers to 100 000 

 Base ten pattern continues for numbers of any size 

 There are hundreds between each thousand, not just at the start 

 We can make numbers using different combinations of hundreds, tens and ones and it can still be 
the same number (e.g. 324 can be 3 hundreds + 2 tens + 4 ones, but it can also be 2 hundreds + 12 
tens + 4 ones) 

 Decimal numbers follow the same base-ten system as we use for whole numbers 

 Decimal numbers, fractions and division are really the same thing – they are just different ways of 
representing the same amount 

Term 2 Focus Concepts  
Fractions, Money, Time, Measurement and Multiplication 
It is the beginning of our fractions units. Students are challenged to cut up A4 
sheets of paper into all sorts of fractions in different ways. Is a triangle half 
bigger than a rectangular half? Some people seemed to think so. Everyone will 
be challenged to discover the links between multiplication, area and a magical 
thing called arrays. It is a big term and a solid end to Semester 1. 
 
Year 4 Key Understandings 

 You can’t have a big half and a small half, and likewise you can’t have 
a big quarter and a small quarter 

 Fraction names refer to the size of the portion rather than what it looks like.  The two halves may 
look different even though they are equal in size.  

 Changing the orientation of a fraction does not change its size (e.g. if you take a rectangle and turn it 
sideways it doesn’t get bigger or smaller) 

 Adding and subtracting fractions with the same and related denominators by drawing pictures and 
visualising what is happening 

 There are seven days in every week and these are in the same order every week 

 Know the number of days in each month and that February is the only one that changes 

 The concept of arrays (e.g. 3 x 5 = three rows of five OR five rows of three
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Room 2- Year 4 2021 

Mr Byron 

  

  

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:20 – 8:30 Fitness  Homework Due Morning Work Homework Due Reading Logs, Fitness  

8:30 – 9.20  

 

 

 

 

English 

 

 

 

DOTT 

        Japanese 

 

Assembly/English 

 

 

 

 

English 

English 

 

9.20 – 10.10 

 

 

Crunch and Sip 

 

DOTT 

Music  

 

English  

 

 

Library on EVEN weeks 

 

10.10 – 11:00  

English  

 

English  

DOTT 

PE 

Numeracy 

 

11:00 – 11:20 RECESS 

11.20 – 12:10  

 

Numeracy 

 

 

Numeracy 

 

 

Numeracy 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

 

 

 

STEM/Design Tech 

 12.10 – 1:00 

1:00  – 1:40 LUNCH 

1:40 – 1:55 Silent Reading Silent Reading 

 

Silent Reading Silent Reading  

 

 

Senior Sport  
1.55 – 2.45  

DOTT 

Health  

 

 

Science 

 

Digital Technologies 

 

DOTT 

Art 
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ROOM 4- Year 4 2020 
Mrs Italiano 

Day/ Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8.20 – 8.40 BELL WORK BELL WORK BELL WORK BELL WORK BELL WORK 

8.40 – 9.20 
ENGLISH 

Spelling & Reading 

ENGLISH 
Spelling & Reading 

Assembly Morning/ 
Journaling 

ENGLISH 
BLOCK 

Spelling, Reading  
& Writing 

ENGLISH/ 
LIBRARY  

(Even weeks) 

9.20 – 10.10 MUSIC* HEALTH* 
ENGLISH 
BLOCK  

Spelling, Reading 
& Writing 

 

MATHS  
BLOCK 

10.10 – 11.00 
Speaking & 

Listening  
Presentations/ Performances 

ENGLISH 
Writing 

HANDWRITING/ 
TYPING 

11.00 – 11.20 RECESS 

11.20 – 12.10 
MATHS  
BLOCK 

MATHS MATHS ART* 
STEM 

12.10 – 1.00 JAPANESE* SPORT* MATHS 

1.00– 1.40 LUNCH 

1.40 -1.55 SILENT READING SILENT READING SILENT READING SILENT READING SILENT READING & PACK UP 
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1.55 – 2.40 TECH HASS* 
LEADERSHIP/ 

GENIUS HOUR 
SCIENCE SENIOR 

SPORT 
2.40 – 2.45 PACK UP PACK UP PACK UP PACK UP 

* Specialist Subjects taught by Specialist Teachers 


